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OR many years the May issue of the Bist Socimty Recorp has been given over 

entirely to a reprint of the annual report of the Board of Managers of the Amer- 

ican Bible Society. This year the report has been rewritten and is presented 
with condensed statistical tables, so that space remains to include a few brief ar- 
ticles of timely interest in the current life of the Society’s work. 

Because of budget limitations, there will be, as in recent years, no issue of the 


Bisitze Socipry Recorp in June or August. 


July 15. 


The next issue will be mailed about 


The Story of the Year in Figures 


the work of the American Bible Society 

will be glad to review the Society’s story 
of its depression experiences and to learn that 
income is now showing slight increases. 

Since 1921 the Society has operated on an 
annual budget that has been very carefully 
worked out to meet the conditions peculiar to 
each year. When income from churches and 
individuals was cut in half during the past sev- 
eral years, appropriations and salaries were im- 
mediately reduced. In this way it was not nec- 
essary to borrow money at any time during the 
depression, but the Society lived within its in- 
come as every good family should. The general 
budget, not including publication and sales, and 
gifts on the foreign field, was reduced from 
about $650,000 for the ten years 1921-1931 to 
only $470,000 for 19383 and 1934. In 1986, 
gifts from churches and individuals increased 
about ten percent from the low mark in 1933 
and were the highest since 1932. Had the So- 
ciety not kept its expenses within its income, 
any increase in gifts from living donors would 
now be needed to pay off the debt accumulated 
during the depression. Instead of paying off 
debts, this whole increase has gone into the 
work. 

The following comparative table reveals the 
trend in gifts from churches and individuals 
for the past five years: 

1986 1985 1984 1988 1932 
Churches . $103,137 $96,184 $103,895 $90,373 $111,833 
Individuals 105,744 92,5385 87,644 92,995 117,501 

In 1928 the churches gave over $212,000, 
and in 1929 individuals gave over $170,000. 
These were the high figures of recent years. 
From them it is readily seen that there is yet a 
great deal of ground to cover before full re- 
covery is attained. 

Thirty-three denominations participated in 
the gifts from churches during 1936. Those 


| the work of the thousands of donors to 


groups giving more than $1,000 are listed be- 
low: 


Methodist Episcopal yee aries er er $38,930 
Presbyterian, Us (SeseAs veces dettael fos: «aie 19,100 
Methodist) Epis oaly iso lib li meray -Reierelstatatente rs 12,717 
Presbyterian, Us oom erence trcttstheaarenetet et reraic is 8,330 
Retormed=in Americas epateiceicie ciccisicte tenia sie ie 3,050 
Congregational and Christian .............. 2,892 
utheran, sUimibed: er ecacre 3 ose eter tate tates oie 2,461 
Methodist) Episcopal, African’ Soae- 5. eee = > - 1,788 
liutheran; Avoustan acces terete oie eine aA oF 
Presbyterian, (United eres aces eee sae ee 1,282 
NCHA, SENT ERY oooccnoncasuca6suc6 1,222 
Lutherans Norwerialieaeromioeceiecie aera 1,021 
Reformed sa Christianese aera eee er 1,015 


In addition to the increased gifts by indi- 
viduals, the number cf persons supporting the 
work was hearteningly augmented, during 
1936, with over 16,500 participating as com- 
pared with 14,500 in 1935. Again, this is far 
short of the figures for the good years, but it 
indicates a swing in the right direction. 

It is imperative that these gifts from 
churches and individuals show definite in- 
creases at the present time, if Scripture cir- 
culation is to reach farther into the areas of 
need. The trend toward higher prices for la- 
bor and materials will mean increased cost of 
producing the volumes. With no assurance of 
any marked increase in income from its invest- 
ments, these increased costs and a wider cir- 
culation must be found in substantially larger 
gifts from churches and individuals. 

Annuity gifts for 1986 made by 504 friends 
of the Society amounted to $400,840, a sum 
which was added to the annuity fund to be held 
in trust until the death of the donors. Too high 
a testimony cannot be paid to the sacrifice and 
faithful devotion of those who are thus taking 
a living and vital interest in the Bible cause. 

Legacies received during the year amounted 
to only $46,975, which was the smallest amount 
received during any year since 1918. Trust 
funds were received to a total of $33,679. 
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Getting the Bible to the People 


Ai résume of the activities of the Society during 1936 


I’ some one were to ask you what the 
American Bible Society is for, you 
could say, first of all, that it exists to 

furnish Bibles when and where they are 
needed. Sup- 
pose a trader 
within the Arc- 
muc Circle 
wants two 
Bibles for 2 
certain Eskimo 
living on a des- 
olate far-away 
GOs LS. ese 
sends to the 
Bible Society 
for them, just 
as the director 
of religious ac- 
tivities in a 
penitentiary in 
the far West 
who interviews 
each incoming prisoner and offers him a 
New Testament goes to the Bible Society 
for his Testaments. Or a real estate 
agent in a metropolitan suburb wants a 
large-print New Testament for an aged 
relative; or the pastor of a colored church 
needs a hundred Gospel portions for a 
Bible Class. They tell the Bible Society 
their needs. The chaplains of the C.C.C. 
camps are appealed to for New Testa- 
ments by the young men, and the Bible 
Society supplies them. The minister of 
a modest church yearns for a pulpit Bible 
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which his people cannot afford to buy. He 
rejoices to know that the Bible Society 
will provide them with one. The children 
of a bank employee give their mother a 
Bible on Moth- 
er’s Day, and 
get the Bible 
from the Bible 
SS OfChi® te ve. aes. 
church officer 
teaches a Bible 
Class in a state 
penal institu- 
tion and wants 
athousand 
Gospel por- 
tions. He knows 
that the Bible 
Society is the 
recognized 
Scripture agen- 
cy of his de- 
nomination, so 
he turns with confidence to the Society 
for his little volumes. Navy chaplains, 
matrons of orphanages, superintendents 
of homes for the aged, teachers in govern- 
ment schools, welfare workers in munici- 
pal hospitals, and a multitude of others 
know that, when they require Bibles, the 
Bible Society is the place to go. 

But, the Society exists for something 
even more significant than just meeting 
Bible needs. It has always felt that an 
important feature of its work was to get 
the Scriptures into the hands of people to 
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whom the Bible is strange and novel—persons 
wholly unfamiliar with it, who have never 
turned its pages or listened as it is read; per- 
sons in out-of-the-way places, or on the rim of 
civilization, or in the distant and almost im- 
penetrable corners of the earth. To such per- 
sons the Society’s colporteurs, with eager faith 
and enviable courage, take the Book of Books. 
Imagine the feelings of a person who has never 
heard of the Bible as he reads for the first time 
from the Sermon on the Mount, or the parable 
of the prodigal son, or John three: sixteen; or 
follows Our Lord from the garden to the cross. 
To introduce the Bible to such persons is one 
of the primary responsibilities of the American 
Bible Society. 

How the Society does its double work, or, 
better still, how it did its double work last year, 
may be easily visualized by an imaginary trip, 
followed by an imaginary conference. On such 
a trip as we contemplate, the Society’s twelve 
secretaries in foreign countries will be visited; 
and in the conference that will follow, the thir- 
teen secretaries at work in the United States 
will participate. 

The route followed by the world’s most fa- 
mous aviator was captioned by his gracious 
wife in her book of adventure, “‘North to the 
Orient.”’ We shall head for the Orient too, but 
by going south, not north. South to the Orient 
—observing as we go the difficulties, the 
achievements, the satisfactions, the rewards, 
the problems, the vexations, and the limitations 
of making the message of the Bible the more 
common possession of the children of God 
everywhere. 


Through Latin America 

Starting southward, we are at once in Latin 
America. 

In Mexico, slightly more than 70,000 Scrip- 
ture volumes were distributed last year—an 
increase of about 10,000! More entire Bibles 
were sold than in any year since the beginning 
of the Society’s work nearly sixty years ago! 
Almost three fourths of these Bibles were sold 
by trained colporteurs. These “scouts of the 
armies of the good fight,” as Secretary Mar- 
roquin calls them, numbered twenty-eight at 
the end of 1936 and represented practically 
every evangelical denomination at work in 
Mexico. 

The headquarters of the West Indies Agency 
is in Havana, where the Secretary tells us that, 
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if his annual appropriation were increased by 
even as much as $8,000, only one half of the 
demands made upon his Agency could be met; 
but, apparently, his constituency does not think 
of the Society and its work in terms of dollars; 
for a distinguished professor to whom Secre- 
tary Marcial-Dorado was describing the So- 
ciety’s methods and principles, asserted: “Do 
not exert yourself to convince me. . . . I know 
well that the American Bible Society does not 
work to capture our pocketbooks, but to cap- 
ture our souls.” And right he was! 
gaeeere — The Caribbean 
M4 Agency, which in- 
cludes Central Amer- 
ica, the Dutch West 
Indies, Venezuela, and 
part of Colombia, is 
housed in an attrac- 
tive Bible House in 
Cristobal, at the At- 
lantic end of the Panama Canal. Secretary 
Gregory tells us in Venezuela his colporteurs 
sold copies of the Scriptures in every conceiv- 
able place last year: on trains, buses, trucks, 
boats on the lake, in cars, from house to house, 
to pedestrians along the roadside, in stores, in 
aviation fields, in military barracks, to military 
officers and privates, and even in houses of pros- 
titution, where several poor victims listened to 
the gospel message with tears in their eyes— 
seeming to be surprised that anyone would care 
enough about their welfare to bring them a mes- 
sage of cheer or of a Saviour’s love and pardon. 
We enter South America and go to the head- 
quarters of the Society’s Agency which con- 
tains Ecuador, Peru, and Bolivia. As Secre- 
tary Ritchie analyzes conditions within his 
Agency, he states that the new roads, together 
with aviation, are making it possible to bring 
new mines into operation in districts formerly 
remote from all industry, and often almost un- 
inhabitated. The roads and modern police have 
largely banished banditry; while the mines are 
providing a new means of livelihood to those 
who formerly lived by illicit pursuits. The roads 
provide facilities for the colporteur, making 
easily accessible to him regions which formerly 
were reached only by tedious and dangerous 
travel on foot and mule. Meanwhile the mines 
concentrate groups of men and their families 
who have lived formerly in widely scattered 
hamlets, in the age-long routine of their rural 
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pursuits. It is the privilege of the Bible Society 
colporteurs to pioneer along these new roads 
and into those new fields and camps. 
When we reach Rio de Ja- 
neiro, we are charmed by the 
fine lines and attractive ap- 
pearance of the splendid new 
Bible House, which is an in- 
come producing building— 
and one hundred _ percent 
rented! Secretary Turner 
greets us with feelings quite 
ey apparently mixed. He tells us 
Rio Bible House that the year 1936 was a re- 
markable year in Scripture distribution, and 
that more volumes were placed in circulation 
than in any year since the work was begun 
there in 1876. More than 13,000 entire Bibles 
—more than in any preceding year—found 
their way to new owners. But Secretary Turn- 
er’s face clouds as he says: ‘‘While the work 
of colportage has gone forward this year with 
increased enthusiasm and with marked results, 
our force of colporteurs is far from adequate 
to care for the multiple needs of Brazil. These 
few faithful workers are repeatedly confronted 
with discouragement by the deplorable fact 
that the Agency headquarters is unable to 
furnish them with the Scriptures they need. 
This is the outstanding problem of my Agency. 
The needs of the evangelical constituencies are 
large, and they must be cared for. But this 
is being done at the expense of the unchurched 
and less privileged multitudes who constitute 
the prime concern of the Society’s colporteurs.” 
From Brazil we move on to Buenos Aires, 
and there meet Secretary Penzotti, who is re- 
sponsible for Argentina, Uruguay, and Para- 
guay. His chief concern is the lack of Bibles, 
stating that he should have 20,000 every year, 
in order to meet the heavy demands. With his 
limited appropriation he was able to place only 
slightly more than one half that number in cir- 
culation during 1936. A gasoline tax is being 
used to build fine roads all over Argentina, so 
that the very remote places can soon be reached 
with Bible coaches, three of which are already 
penetrating the towns and villages—a new one 
having been equipped and placed in service last 
year. His Agency employs five full-time col- 
porteurs, one of whom owns his own Bible 
coach, another operates a launch, and a third 
over eighty years of age makes his rounds rid- 
ing in a small two-wheeled cart. 


A TARBOOSH SELLER BUYS A 
BIBLE—ALEPPO 
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Secretary Penzotti is depressed because of 
his inability to stock his depository fully, de- 
spairingly announcing, ‘“‘“Here we are with no 
books on hand. I have had to send books to 
Uruguay by mail, so that our colporteur may 
have something on hand; but in about two 
weeks he won’t have a single Spanish Bible 
left.”” We leave him rather despondently point- 
ing at his empty shelves. It ought to be possi- 
ble to keep those shelves filled. 

Brief stops in the Near East 

From Latin America we take a long hop east 
and northward to Egypt, where we shall dis- 
cuss with Secretary Bell and, later on, in Vi- 
enna with Secretary Boyd the interesting de- 
velopments relative to the unification in the 
Near East of the Society’s work with that of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society, whose 
headquarters are in London. These two secre- 
taries are happy in contemplating a new ar- 
rangement whereby the overlapping of terri- 
tory and the reduplication of effort by the two 
Societies are to be eliminated. Under this plan 
a given area will be administered by one So- 
ciety in behalf of both, the work being sup- 
ported by a joint budget. This method, which 
seems sensible, cooperative and economical, has 
also been introduced in certain parts of Latin 
America and is in harmony with an even more 
significant plan of cooperation contemplated for 
China. 

Our next stop is Vienna, the headquarters of 
the Levant Agency. Secretary Boyd tells us at 
once that last year, the centennial year of the 
Agency, the Scriptures were distributed in his 
area in forty-nine languages—a record figure! 
He tells us, too, that on the last day of October 
the revision of the entire Bible in Turkish was 
completed, a triumphant conclusion of a tedious 
task begun late in 1928. He is also happy in 
an increase in the total distribution of Scrip- 
tures throughout his Agency. 
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On into the Orient 

Another long journey, still eastward, brings 
us finally to the Orient. In Bangkok we hear 
from Secretary Franklin about the achieve- 
ments of the Society in Siam. He tells us first 
that the total circulation last year exceeded the 
year before. But he is full of the adventures of 
a long overland trip he took last year to Chieng- 
rung in Yunnan Province, South China, a trip 
full of thrills and fresh experiences. The Miao 
tribe depressed him with its backwardness. 

On into the Orient—to China. At Shanghai 
Secretary Lacy comes to meet us. From him 
we learn with satisfaction that once again last 


year in China more complete Bibles were issued. 


than in any year since the beginning of the 
modern missionary movement in that great mis- 
sion field. Secretary Lacy is profoundly inter- 
ested in the hoped-for formation of a China 
Bible Society, in which much of the work now 
being carried on independently shall be unified. 

Secretary Lacy is very encouraging as he 
talks about the progress of the Christian faith 
in China. He tells us that one of the greatest 
congregations anywhere in the country meets 
each Sunday morning in the Grand Theatre in 
Shanghai. Two thousand persons worship 
here, the majority of them Chinese, although 
the service is conducted by the American Ma- 
rine reviews in the English language. 

Japan next! We find Sec- 
retary Aurell in his attractive 
office in the newest of the So- 
ciety’s Bible Houses, strate- 
gically located in the city 
of Tokyo, — another revenue- 
producing building, also one 
hundred percent rented! 

Secretary Aurell is in fine 
spirit about his work. He 
tells us that more Bibles, more 
Testaments, more Portions, 


Tokyo Bible House 
were distributed last year than during the year 
previous, and about two thirds of this distribu- 
tion was achieved by colporteurs. 

Manila is our final port of call. The Society’s 
new Secretary, Rev. W. H. Fonger, tells us at 
once of new experiences and fresh excitements 


in the Philippines. The new Commonwealth 
Government has celebrated its first anniver- 
sary. Clipper mail and travel connections with 
the United States are in operation. A gold 
boom is affecting every section of the archi- 
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pelago with a large influx of foreigners and a 
shift in native population. A minimum wage 
to all government employees has been guar- 
anteed. These and kindred changes make life 
interesting in the islands. 

The Bible cause has been enriched by the 
completion of the translation of the Samareno 
Old Testament, and as the New Testament in 
this dialect was published in 1928, there are 
now eight important dialects of the islands pro- 
vided with the entire Bible. Secretary Fonger 
tells us that more than seventy percent of the 
distribution of Scriptures in the islands is se- 
cured through missionaries, pastors, and 
church workers; and when we remember that 
the colporteurs in Japan are responsible for 
roughly the same percentage of distribution, 
we have to conclude that methods of spreading 
the Word of God vary in different countries, 
and that the Secretaries must be trusted to dis- 
cover the way best suited for their respective 
areas. 


Home for a conference 


While discussing the Philippines with Secre- 
tary Fonger, a cable is handed us, an imagi- 
nary cable to be sure, asking us not to stop in 
the Hawaiian Islands for a report of what the 
Society does there, but to hasten to New York 
City to attend an imaginary conference with 
the District and Division Secretaries, who— 
in imagination again—are gathered with the 
officers to discuss their accomplishments dur- 
ing the preceding twelve months, and to state 
the needs of their respective areas as they face 
another year. 

The Secretaries of the ten Districts into 
which the United States is divided are all in 
attendance, as are also the four of the Agency 
for the Colored People. The General Secretary 
in charge of distribution in the United States 
begins the informal conference by congratulat- 
ing the Secretaries, saying that the total dis- 
tribution in the United States last year of 
3,110,713 volumes is nearly 160,000 more than 
the year before; but he adds that the increase 
abroad is considerably greater. The Home Sec- 
retaries will have to look to their laurels! 

Thinking that the group may be interested in 
being reminded of the Scripture ministry di- 
rected from the home office, the Secretaries are 
first told what was done last year in sending 
Scriptures free to certain institutions and in 
meeting certain emergencies. 
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Secretary Powers 


Secretary McElroy 


The two most important services were the 
provision of Scriptures for the youth of the 
C.C.C. camps, who received through their chap- 
lains nearly 47,000 Scripture volumes, more 
than 42,000 of which were New Testaments. 
Since the organization of the C.C.C. camps sev- 
eral years ago the Society has spent almost 
$10,000 in providing Scriptures for the prom- 
ising young Americans attending them. 

Similarly, early in 1936, for the various 
flooded areas throughout the United States and 
the two sections in the South struck by torna- 
does the Society distributed free nearly 11,000 
Scripture volumes, of which about 3,000 were 
entire Bibles. The American Sunday-school 
Union, national mission boards, government 
homes and hospitals, Army and Navy chap- 
lains, and other individuals and organizations 
were given free from the home office Scripture 
volumes having a value of between $6,000 and 
$7,000. 


Southern mountains and Western dust bowls 


“But enough of this. What of interest and 
importance has occurred in your Districts?” 
the General Secretary asks. ‘Suppose you tell 
us, McElroy, as you are the newest of our Sec- 
retaries, having been in service not quite a 
year.” 

Secretary McElroy replies that one of his 
most interesting tasks has been the discovery 
that adult education, especially in North Caro- 
lina, has offered a large opportunity to provide 
the Bible as their first book to adults eager to 
learn to read. Many of these persons are poor 
and cannot afford to purchase Bibles, and very 
few of them own one. In one part of the state 
the teachers go out in a book truck to homes 
that have never had a book of any kind. One 
woman met the driver of the truck and asked, 
“Haven’t we any Bibles yet? Well, maybe we 
will get them by Christmas.” 

Secretary McElroy is concerned at the many 
people within his District who have no Bibles. 


Secretary Dilworth 
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Secretary Ragatz 


Secretary Smith 


He has brought along a letter about them from 
which he reads; and then Secretary Ragatz, 
from the Western District, whose nine states 
have an area greater by 35,000 miles than the 
entire territory east of the Mississippi, and 
within which is to be found much of the section 
known as the Dust Bowl, speaks up and says, 
“Well, listen to this letter from a mother in 
my District: 

We have had no crop for three years. Everything 
has been burned out, and the top soil of our ranch has 
been blown away. . . . When I was a girl, my father 
used to read the Bible to us children. I still remember 
some of the beautiful passages. I know it would be a 
great blessing to us if we had one now, but we have 


no money with which to buy one. . . . Can you send 
us a Bible? 


“We have more in my large District than 
dust bowls, however. One of my states because 
of its healthy altitude is filled with sanitaria. 
For several years we have followed the practice 
of sending to the superintendents of a number 
cf these institutions copies of one of the Gos- 
pels, which in most cases are wrapped in white 
tissue paper and, with a flower on top, are 
placed on the trays of the patients on Easter 
Sunday morning.” 


Gifts and grants 


This reminds Secretary Powers, of the Na- 
tional Capital District, of a unique service 
which he inaugurated last year in presenting 
each graduate of the United States Naval 
Academy at Annapolis with a gift edition of the 
New Testament and Psalms. After describing 
this ceremony, Secretary Powers speaks appre- 
ciatively of the splendid cooperation obtaining 
between him and the secretary of the Federa- 
tion of Churches in Washington—a remark 
which leads a number of Secretaries to state 
that they also find church federation secretaries 
splendid allies in promoting Bible distribution. 

At this point in the discussion an aside re- 
mark was made about the devastation caused 
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by the recent flood in the Ohio Valley. The 
General Secretary made the remark that com- 
ments on this flood should be held in reserve 
until next year, and that the discussion might 
well focus on the flood occurring in the spring 
of 1936. Secretary Cameron, in whose District 
much of the damage in both years occurred and 
who saw many of the stricken towns and cities 
in various stages of inundation, described viv- 
idly the condition of many of the churches and 
homes which had been the recipients of the 
Society’s ministry. The desolation and devas- 
tation were terrible, but the gratitude was 
deeply moving. 


The Middle West and the Far North 


“TI observe, Secretary McLaughlin,” some one 
commented, “that you have had remarkable 
success in circulating the Scriptures by mail. 
Tell us how you do it.”” Whereupon the Secre- 
tary of the Northwestern District, whose head- 
quarters are in Chicago, replies that his office 
receives upward of one hundred orders a day 
by mail, and sometimes the number reaches as 
many as 225. “I am inclined to think that it is 
due chiefly to the frequent communications 
which I send to pastors and Sunday-school su- 
perintendents throughout my District, telling 
them of the service which the Society can ren- 
der in providing churches and individuals with 
Scriptures that meet every need.” 

Secretary McLaughlin tells of an interesting 
method stimulated in several cities in his Dis- 
trict through the activity of a gifted Christian 
woman, who promoted Scripture reading in the 
junior and senior high schools by the recom- 
mendation of what she termed a “Book a Month 
Plan,” which included the reading, during 
twelve months, of the eleven volumes in which 
the New Testament is published in penny por- 
tions, plus the Book of Proverbs. At the end 
of each month a list of questions is published, 
and the student, in each high school, receiving 
the highest mark is given a beautiful gift Bible. 


Secretary Bayless 


Secretary Cameron 
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“T should like to read an extract from what 
I believe is a remarkable letter,” interjected 
Secretary Bayless of the Pacific District, who 
is responsible for the Hawaiian Islands and 
Alaska as well as for the Pacific coast states. 
“A short time ago I received a letter from a 
missionary in Point Barrow, away at the upper 
tip of Alaska, in which he tells me about the 
impoverished condition in which the Eskimos 
are now living because of the poor markets for 
their furs, their sole source of income. The 
Eskimos have no money, and apparently no re- 
lief from the Federal Government. For two 
years, this missionary writes, he has been un- 
able to sell a Bible to the Eskimos; but in this 
letter to which I am referring there was a 
dollar from a trader, who bought two Bibles 
for an Eskimo living two hundred miles east- 
ward on the desolate Arctic coast, far-away 
from any mission or any other source of spirit- 
ual power. You may be interested to know,” 
adds Secretary Bayless in speaking about the 
far reaches of his District, “‘that in the Ha- 
waiian Islands the Scriptures distributed there 
are printed some in Japan, some in Manila, 
some in China, and some in Europe, as well as 
a quantity imported from America.” 


Signatures and statistics 


“T want to tell you about the Texas Centen- 
nial Exposition, which was held in Dallas last 
year,’ comments Secretary Morgan of the 
Southwestern District, which includes Texas 
and several adjacent states. “What do you 
think? In our guest register in the Hall of 
Religion where we had an attractive booth and 
Scripture exhibit there were entered signatures 
of travelers from every state in the Union ex- 
cept Vermont, and from twenty-six foreign 
countries; and although the rules of the Hall 
of Religion did not permit sales, Scriptures of 
many languages were on display and thousands 
of leaflets were distributed. It is my convic- 
tion that thousands and thousands of persons, 


Secretary McLaughlin | 


Secretary Morgan 
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doubtless for the first time, learned something 
about the international aspect of the Bible So- 
ciety through attending our fair.” Secretary 
Morgan was so full of enthusiasm in reporting 
the success of the Society’s exhibit at the ex- 
position, that he referred but briefly to the 
stimulus Scripture distribution received in his 
District through cooperation with a vigorous 
evangelistic agency offering Scriptures, em- 
ploying the radio, and urging over the air the 
use of the Bible. 

““All those states you mention having visitors 
at the fair in Dallas,” says Secretary Dilworth, 
“yemind me of the number of languages in 
which the Scriptures were distributed in my 
District last year. I have, as you know, the 
states of Pennsylvania, Delaware, and most of 
New Jersey, and would you believe it, my Dis- 
trict circulated the Scriptures last year in 
thirty-four different languages.” 


Effective cooperation 


At this point the General Secretary, remind- 
ing the group of his recent visit in Secretary 
Smith’s office in Atlanta, inquires whether the 
explanation of his splendid increase in the dis- 
tribution of Scripture portions during the year 
might be due to his method of increasing the 
number of correspondents within his District. 
“Tell us about those maps I saw in your office.” 
Secretary Smith replies by saying that he was 
unable to do his work effectively without visu- 
alizing it. So he prepared a large wall map of 
his District, and put thumbtacks at every point 
where he had a correspondent; and then, in 
order to have a visualization of what he was 
not doing, he drew a second map, shading in 
red all the various areas where there were no 
thumbtacks. “That is my missionary field,” 
stated Secretary Smith. 

“T think the rest of you ought to know,” con- 
tinues Mr. Smith, “‘that one of the happiest fea- 
tures of the work in my District is the cordial 
cooperation obtaining between my office and 
the office of Secretary Stanton, the colored Sec- 
retary of the Atlanta Division. We plan a 
great deal of our work together, with the re- 
sult that Stanton’s work among the colored 
people and my work with white people often 
are complementary.” 


An important work among an important people 


“You colored men have been very quiet in 
this conference,” interposed the General Secre- 
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tary. “I know something about the fine quality 
of the cooperation between Smith and Stanton, 
and at another time we ought to be told more 
about it. But I should like to have Secretary 
Stanton tell the rest of you what he does to 
stimulate interest in the Bible among the col- 
ored young people of his great Division.” 
Secretary Stanton then gives an interesting 
description of how he goes into a community 
with a large colored population and, after se- 
curing the cooperation of all of the colored pas- 
tors, sets up an institute lasting usually from 
Wednesday afternoon through Sunday. The 
meetings are held in the high-school audito- 
rium, and the high-school boys and girls co- 
operate, designating from their own number 
certain students to conduct a canvass in a given 
area to discover the percentage of homes with- 
out Bibles. The canvass is usually completed 
by Friday afternoon, and in the meantime the 
ministers and the young people listen to stimu- 
lating addresses and discussions on the Bible. 


r? 
Haven Agency Secretaries (left to right): Secretaries Allen, 
aughters, Stanton, Tross 


When the young people make known the result 
of the canvass, pastors and laymen are ready 
to do something toward meeting the needs of 
the many homes without Bibles. By the end 
of the canvass, substantial contributions are se- 
cured, the gifts are put at the disposal of the 
pastors, and Bibles are secured for many homes 
which would otherwise be without them. “By 
the time the canvass is over I want to tell you 
that the colored people of the city are Bible 
conscious,” concludes Secretary Stanton. 

The Dallas Division of the Colored Agency 
includes Texas, Louisiana, Arkansas, Okla- 
home, and Kansas, and is practically cotermi- 
nous with Secretary Morgan’s District. Secre- 
tary Vaughters, whose headquarters are in 
Dallas, states that, with a somewhat different 
technique, he has also conducted interdenomi- 
national Bible conferences. He says that the 
Society’s two stereopticon lectures widely used 
in his District contribute materially to develop- 
ing interest in the Bible and familiarizing his 
constituency with the Society. “I use lantern 
slides a great deal too,’ observed Secretary 
Allen whose responsibilities for the colored peo- 
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ple in the north reach all the way from Mis- 
souri to the Hudson River; ‘but I find one of 
my best contacts with the colored people is in 
connection with the annual conferences in the 
various Methodist denominations. Quite fre- 
quently, the bishops will assign an entire eve- 
ning for a presentation of the work of the Bible 
Society; and then, through the distribution of 
literature, by the giving of the illustrated lec- 
ture, and through contacts established imme- 
diately after, I am able to discover reliable per- 
sons ready to cooperate with me in meeting the 
needs of the colored people living within the 
bounds of the conference. Lantern slides, in 
my judgment, are invaluable.” 


Racial barriers broken down 

“T seem to remember,” says the General Sec- 
retary, “that Secretary Tross arranged for 
quite an unusual service on Bible Sunday in 
his home city of Charlotte. Tell us a bit about 
that. Ore ross.” ; 

Secretary Tross, whose Division extends 
from the Mason and Dixon’s line to Georgia 
and has within it a little more than twenty-five 
percent of all the colored people in the United 
States, says that on a certain Sunday early in 
the fall an interdenominational and interracial 
observance of an American Bible Society Sun- 
day occurred in one of the colored churches in 
the city of Charlotte, in which both white and 
colored ministers participated, with both white 
and colored people making up the audience. “It 
was the first meeting of its kind held in our 
city, and we feel that, in addition to stimulating 
greater interest in the Bible, it made a definite 
contribution to a better feeling between the 
leaders, the preachers, and the laymen of both 
races.” 

“T call that an achievement,’ comments the 
General Secretary; “for is it not the function 
of the Bible Society, not merely to distribute 
the Bible, but to put into practice among our 
fellowmen the great Christian principles which 
the Bible itself teaches; and, surely, among all 
its teachings there are few of greater impor- 
tance than the development of good will be- 
tween all of the children of God.” 


Fingers for eyes 

“Let us not forget our work for the blind,’ 
says Secretary Stifler. “Last year was the 
second year of the second century of this serv- 
ice. I have two letters here. One is from a 
librarian serving the blind who writes, ‘Your 
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Scripture portions have brought sunshine in 
dark places.’ The other letter is from one who 


is becoming blind in the sunset days of life. 
She reads the Moon system and writes, ‘I had 
studied my Bible for many years and taught it; 
but it has never been so precious to me as now. 


> 9? 


It is my constant companion. 


od 
THE BLIND CARRY THEIR BIBLES TO A PICNIC 


The secretary for the blind continued, ‘‘Do 
you men know that more copies of the Society’s 
popular Volume of Scripture Passages have 
been printed than any other book published for 
the blind? It is available in New York Point, 
braille and Moon, and in talking book form on 
two double-faced records. Last year was an- 
other notable year in distribution of embossed 
volumes—a total of 4,551 being distributed at 
home and abroad. Since the beginning of this 
service, in 1835, over 125,000 volumes of Scrip- 
ture have been supplied to the blind in twenty- 
five languages and systems.” 

And so the imaginary conference closes. A 
real year, however, has been reported. In it 
millions of Scripture volumes were distributed 
—yes, more than the year before. Many hearts 
were made glad. Many souls found the way of 
life. But the record for 1986 was not notably 
better than that of recent years. The days to 
come should witness a marked advance in Scrip- 
ture circulation. A desperate groping world 
calls for this book. The faithful Secretaries, 
colporteurs, and other workers of the American 
Bible Society stand ready. Let friends of the 
Bible everywhere enlarge their support. 
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Translation and Revision in 1936 


By MARGARET T. HILLS 


the Board of Managers have noticed the 

recurrence of the same languages, and 
may well have wondered whether a translation 
is ever finished. But learning to be at home in 
a language sufficiently to translate so difficult 
and varied a book as the New Testament alone, 
to say nothing of the whole Bible, cannot be 
accomplished in a year or two. An African 
once said of the missionary’s work, “The path 
of writing books is a hard one.” Certainly, 
those missionaries trying to make the evan- 
gelists and Paul and David speak in new 
tongues would echo that sentiment. The year 
1937, however, has seen definite milestones 
reached in several of the languages that have 
been appearing in these pages for a long time. 

In June Mr. and Mrs. H. Dudley Peck 
brought to the old Bible House the manuscript 
of their translation of the New Testament for 
the 200,000 Mam Indians in Guatemala. They 
have been on the field fifteen years, and for at 
least ten have been working on this transla- 
tion. To reduce the language to writing and 
work out its linguistic complexities, and then to 
make a translation that should serve as large a 
group as possible, has been a long and tedious 
undertaking. In their search for accurate ex- 
pressions they found that, by listening to the 
Mams praying at a service, they could some- 
times solve difficult phrases; for then the In- 
dians spoke naturally, but with dignity and 
sincerity. Mr. and Mrs. Peck spent nearly 
their entire furlough in the final checking and 
improving of the translation. Shortly after 
their return to Guatemala the proof sheets be- 
gan to follow them, and they have been trying 
to fit long and arduous hours of proofreading 
into their already crowded mission schedule. 
Before the end of another year we hope these 
Indians may have the whole New Testament to 
read; for at present they have only the Gospel 
of St. John. 

Another project annually referred to is the 
revision of the Turkish Bible. The old text 
had been prepared largely by missionaries 
working among the Turkish-speaking Arme- 
nians, so that the flavor of the language was 
felt to be unsatisfactory for other Turks. The 
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need for a new text was made more acute when, 
in 1928, the government decreed that all publi- 
cations in Turkey must be in roman letter 
rather than in the Arabic script. This national- 
istic trend was accompanied by changes in vo- 
cabulary as well, eliminating all words of 
Arabic or Persian origin. The revisers have 
sought constantly to adopt a style that would 
be in harmony with the new form of the lan- 
guage and yet avoid expressions that the public 
does not take up; for languages grow by use 
rather than by fiat. Experience with the por- 
tions already printed seems to show that their 
choice has generally been most happy. The 
work began in 1928, and, after considerable 
experimenting and search for a suitable style, 
the Gospels were published in 1930 and 1931, 
the Psalms in 19382, the New Testament in 
1933, Genesis in 1983, and Proverbs in 19385. 
The first draft was prepared by a well-educated 
Turk and revised by Dr. Frederick W. Mac- 
Callum; after which it went to a revision com- 
mittee. In the autumn of 1936 these two had 
completed the Old Testament, and it is now in 
the hands of the local revision committee. The 
Society is particularly grateful to the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions 
for permitting Dr. MacCallum to remain on 
the field beyond the date of his retirement, in 
order to complete this work. 

On the other side of the globe another long 
translation was finished. By the end of the 
year the Samarefio Old Testament was at least 
partly intype. Mrs. J. Andrew Hall, the trans- 
lator, has been in the Philippines, except for 
furloughs, for the past thirty-six years, first at 
Iloilo among the Panayans, and after 1924 at 
Taklaban on the island of Leyte. Such long 
residence on the field using these two related 
languages has given her excellent training in 
their use, and should enable her to make a 
translation that will not require revision for 
many years to come. In 1928 she had com- 
pleted the New Testament, begun many years 
ago by Eric Lund. She was aided on the Old 
Testament translation by the Rev. Evaristo Y. 
Granali and other Filipino workers. There are 
nearly half a million speakers of Samarefio, 
which is the eighth language of the Philip- 
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pines in which the whole Bible is now printed. 

A language that reappears in our Story for 
1936 after a lapse of several years, and that 
will probably continue to appear for several 
more, is Cantonese. In 1925 a revised New 
Testament was published, but a proposed re- 
vision of the Old Testament was dropped. Now 
the South China Bible Society requests that an 
Old Testament be prepared to match the superb 
style of the revised New Testament. There 
are some 380,000,000 Chinese who use the Can- 
tonese dialect and who find the Mandarin, or 
Kuoyii, text too difficult to use. The American 
Bible Society has agreed to join with the Brit- 
ish and Foreign Bible Society in financing this 
revision, which will be made by the Reverend 
P. Jenkins, the reviser of the New Testament, 
and the Reverend N. F. Kwong, a professor at 
Canton Union Theological Seminary. A ten- 
tative edition of Genesis was prepared by the 
end of the year to be submitted for criticism 
on the field. 


Translations and revisions in which the grub- 
bing for words and phrases still goes on include 
the Quiché New Testament (Guatemala); the 
Aymara and Quechua translations (the Andean 
regions), where progress is tied up with the 
question of orthography, but in which advance 
is being made; the Ecuadorean Quechua in 
which Luke and John are reported nearly com- 
pleted. In the Philippines the Cebuan revision 
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went on actively, and a tentative edition of St. 
Matthew was published; while the Panayan 
was forced to await the return of a worker 
from furlough. In his travels in the Near East, 
Dr. North had occasion to visit Saladin Bey, 
in Aleppo, and discuss with him the Circassian 
translation of St. Matthew on which he is work- 
ing as opportunity permits; for his duties as 
presiding judge of the high court for that sec- 
tion of Syria occupy the greater portion of his 
time. The Luba-Lulua New Testament revi- 
sion was continued, the Society helping through 
the supply of books for the revision commit- 
tee. The files of the Versions Department 
show correspondence in relation to translations 
in the following languages: Ojibwa, Keres, 
Hopi, Miskito, Aguaruna, Jivaro, Aztec, Mix- 
teco, Yiddish, Songo, Nuer, Ragoli, Otetela, 
Arabic, Bulu, Kikongo, Moré, Japanese, and 
Ibanag. 

During the year 858 volumes of Scriptures 
in 152 languages and dialects, printed from 
1498 to 1936, were added to the historical col- 
lection of printed Scriptures, as well as quan- 
tities of data on languages and editions. The 
collection is now housed in its beautiful quar- 
ters on the second floor of the new Bible House. 
By the end of the year some of the Scriptures 
so long preserved at the New York Public Li- 
brary had been returned, the rest to follow 
early this year. 


New Books Published during 1936 


r ANRANSLATION and publication are, of 
course, very different processes. After 
translation is completed, the publication 

of the books becomes a task peculiar to the 

Society, and is scarcely anywhere duplicated by 

other missionary organizations. It takes many 

months, as a rule, to complete the publication 
of a new translation. Proof sheets must be 
sent back and forth, sometimes halfway round 
the world. Meanwhile, it is not infrequently 
found that revisions are desirable. But, at 
length, the corrected pages are ready to be 
printed and bound. 

From the Bible House in New York three in- 


teresting new books appeared during the year: 


one for the English-speaking world, one for a 
group of 300,000 people living in Africa just 


south of Ethiopia, and one for a small tribe of 
Indians in New Mexico. 

The new English volume is a large-type fam- 
ily Bible, which retails at $1.50 in cloth, and at 
higher prices in other bindings. It contains 
aids to pronunciation and is in an unusually 
clear type, which can be read by both the very 
young and the very old. At its low cost this 
Bible should find a wide use, not only in homes, 
but also in schools, churches, and chapels where 
a small lectern or pulpit Bible is needed. 

The book for Africa is the Nyore New Testa- 
ment for use by the Abanyore people, who live 
in the Kenya Colony near Lake Victoria 
Nyanza. This is the first New Testament ever 
published in this language, and is bringing joy 
to these neglected people. 
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The new volume published for the Keres In- 
dians of New Mexico is the Book of Acts, which 
follows the publication of St. Matthew in 1933. 
Prior to that time these almost forgotten Amer- 
icans had no written language. Now half of 
them can read, and the Scriptures are their 
only literature. Here again the Bible is the 
first printed book, as has been the case in so 
many other languages and countries. 

On the foreign field there were publications 
in Turkish and Chinese. Elsewhere in this re- 
port reference is made to the changes in lan- 
guage and orthography decreed by the Turkish 
Government in 1928. St. Matthew was the first 
book of Scripture to appear in the thorough- 
going revision required by this edict. This was 
in 1930. So rapidly has the new Turkish lan- 
guage developed, that this earliest effort to put 
the Scriptures in it already calls for revision. 
The volume published last year is the corrected 
edition of that done in 1930. 
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The new publications in Chinese consist of 
Old Testament portions of Ezra, Nehemiah, 
Esther, Job, Ezekiel,.1 and 2 Samuel, and the 
minor prophets in an interlinear arrangement 
of the Mandarin Character and new Phonetic 
Script, by which many Chinese are being lib- 
erated from the necessity of learning thousands 
of characters and are being taught to read by a 
method which holds great promise for the erad- 
ication of illiteracy. 

Beside the Bible House in New York, there 
are six Foreign Agencies where publication is 
carried on. During the year 1936 these Agen- 
cies published Scriptures in twelve languages 
and dialects, in which they produced twelve 
Bibles, one Old Testament, fifteen New Testa- 
ments, and ninety-five different portions, with 
a total of volumes published reaching 2,733,805. 

During 1936 there were published at home 
and abroad 6,407,727 volumes. The total dis- 
tribution since 1816 is 276,371,654 volumes. 


Distribution in 1936 


COMPARED WITH 1935 
Total Distribution in the United States 


Bibles Testaments Portions Total 
OS Gmictorsste 157,830 226,066 2,726,817 3,110,713 
GBI sp ceo c 182,881 285,563 2,483,188 2,951,632 
Total Distribution in Foreign Lands 
199Gees 131,940 175,174 4,365,191 4,672,305 
ICR sedeod 116,533 161,959 3,993,426 4,271,918 
Total Distribution At Home and Abroad 
HOS 0 gee ron 289,770 401,240 7,092,008 17,783,018 
UGB 6.0.00 0 299,414 447,522 6,476,614 17,223,550 
Publication in 1936 
Bible House, New York 
CoMPARED WITH 1935 
1936 1935 
BE yes mel Seance © lier = i pats ls 226,547 223,413 
eReshamientsmerse ci + a aehee ae. = 302,635 329,856 
IPOIOINE) jacooosonnegnousoone  PrIlZlOysry! 9,721,915 
ieee: ka ce 3,886 3,851 
3,673,922 3,279,035 
INDIAN 


SUNDAY SCHOOL 
COLORADO 


Workers in 1936 


— + 1935 —— 
In the U. S. Abroad Total 


——————_ 1936 
In the U.S. Abroad Total 


District and Di- 
vision Secreta- 


TGS wera eue stiches 14 a2 26 14 12 26 
Subagents s-2... 24 24 1 23 24 
Colporteurs .... 23 348 ewe 27 342 369 
Correspondents .518 925 1,443 310 TOs A325 

- Volunteers ..... Son 542 873 650 530 2,180 
Office Workers . 26 TS) 101 34 76 110 
Home Office ... 60 Ae 60 60 oc 60 


972, 1,926 2,898 1,096 1,998 3,094 


Languages in 1936 


The distribution of 7,783,018 volumes of 
Scripture in 1936, reported on this page, was 
made in 166 languages and 26 additional char- 
acters, making a total of 192. Scriptures in 
122 languages and characters were issued from 
the Bible House. They were circulated in 83 


in the United States and in 132 by the Foreign 
Agencies and correspondents. 
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An Immediate Need 


more than ever before, the Secretaries of 

the Society’s Agency among the Colored 
people of America have focused their attention 
upon the young people of their race. Time and 
again in their reports they refer to the great 
need for concentrating their efforts upon these 
coming citizens. Secretary Allen phrases it 
thus: “The young people of the race are be- 
coming more and more restless. They are 
showing a decided tendency to break away 
from the old traditions of family life and reli- 
gious training. It can be said that the fore- 
going statement is true of young America in 
general. But with the Negro it is doubly dan- 
gerous, because, as he looks into the future, 
he sees so many ave- 
nues of social and eco- 
nomic endeavor closed 
to him. He is tempted 
by the seductive siren 
calls of political nos- 
trums by which he is 
promised, not only a 
cure for all his eco- 
nomic ills, but a com- 
plete emancipation 
from all the social in- 
justices and discrim- 
inations which he 
encounters in every direction and activity.” 

Thus is the gauntlet flung to our colored Sec- 
retaries to assist in offering to these restless 
young people a way of life which, though com- 
mitted to the abolishing of social and economic 
injustice, recognizes that ‘‘a man’s life con- 
sisteth not in the abundance of the things 
which he possesseth.” 

To meet this challenge, Secretary Tross is 
establishing “chapters” of the American Bible 
Society made up of young people in many of 
the schools and colleges of his Division. The 
purpose of these groups is to promote a wider 
interest in and use of the Bible by the students. 
Their influence has spread beyond the institu- 
tional walls and has been carried into homes, 
clubs, and churches touched by members of the 
chapters. To quote Secretary Tross, ‘One in- 
teresting outcome has been the number of col- 
leges that purchased Bibles at various times 
during the year from the Society to be pre- 


[: is not by accident that, in this past year, 


States. 


The Society recognizes that it is only scratching 
the surface in its work for the American Negro. 
There are 11,891,000 colored people in the United 
Secretary Allen alone is responsible for the 
Scripture needs of all the colored people from Albany 
to Kansas City. To meet the requests for donations to 


the destitute in this huge territory, he has at his 
disposal only $200 for the current year. There should 
be made available immediately thousands of dollars 
for the service being rendered by the Society’s four 
full-time colored secretaries. Your gift would encour- 
age them in knowing that they have friends who want 
their efforts to succeed. 


sented to students matriculating and graduat- 
ing. From three college presidents came the 
statement that teachers must give evidence not 
only of passive respect for, or interest in, the 
Bible, but genuine appreciation of its teachings 
and active interest in its dissemination; in 
short, there should be demonstrated a funda- 
mental belief that the Bible is indispensable to 
the attainment of ‘the good life.’ ”’ 

Secretary Stanton in Atlanta is pursuing an 
equally significant program. He is seeking out 
leaders among the students in the colored high 
schools, and through them is reaching down to 
touch the lives of those who will respond to 
such leadership. Quite rightly these Secre- 
taries recognize that it would be a superhu- 
man task to reach all 
of their young people, 
and with great wis- 
dom they are sowing 
the seed which is the 
Word of God in the 
hearts of these young 
men and women who 
will be looked to by 
their people to: lead 
the way out of the 
complexities which 
the Negro faces in 
American life. 

We return to Secretary Allen as he sums up 
his reflections upon his work with youth: “To- 
day’s young people in their quest of freedom 
have rebelled against certain traditional atti- 
tudes. It is generally conceded that they must 
be met on a common plane of frank and open 
discussion concerning every phase of human 
life. The emphasis is being placed on the Bible 
as the source of compelling influence for moral 
and spiritual good. This program has been ef- 
fectively carried out by the promotion of young 
people’s meetings and Bible conferences where 
colored youth can frankly voice their criticisms 
and conduct their investigations. They treasure 
the moral and spiritual values of the Scriptures 
when they themselves discover them.” 

The Bible made its strong appeal to the Negro 
in the days of slavery. To-day it is winning 
the educated Negro — whenever and wherever 
he is supplied with the Book. Will you help 
him get it? 
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Great Men and Their Bibles in China 
The Bible Society makes a gift to the Minister of Foreign A ffairs at 


Nanking, and the Generalissimo bears testimony to his dependence upon 


God’s Word 


HE Central Conference of Eastern Asia 

: of the Methodist Episcopal Church in 

session at the Wesley Church, Nanking, 
held memorable sessions on Good Friday, 
March 26, and the day following. The ac- 
companying picture was taken on the latter 
date. Dr. Eric M. North, General Secretary 
of the American Bible Society, at the extreme 
right has just presented a Bible to Dr. Wang 
Chung-hui, the 
Minister of For- 
eign Affairs, who 
stands in the cen- 
ter of the group. 
At the extreme 
left is Secretary 
Carleton Lacy of 
the China Agency 
of the American 
Bible Society. Dr. 
Lacy also serves 
as secretary of 
the Eastern Asia 
Conference. On 
either side of Dr. 
Wang are bish- eo 
ops of the Meth- = ae 
odist Episcopal 
Church, Bishop 
Gowdy on his right and Bishop Hammaker on 
the left. The picture is taken on the steps of 
the ministry building. 

Dr. Wang is one of the great international 
figures of China. Supplementing his education 
at Peiyang University, he received his doctorate 
of law at Yale and has since served in the high- 
est capacities as international jurist, represent- 
ing his nation on the Permanent Court of In- 
ternational Justice at The Hague. He was sent 
as China’s chief delegate to the League of Na- 
tions in 1921 and to the Washington Naval 
Conference the same year. He has served as 
Minister of Justice and Minister of Education 
and as his country’s representative at the Court 
of St. James. From his many services abroad 


ON THE STEPS OF THE MINISTRY BUILDING 
Secretary Lacy, Bishop Hammaker, Dr. Wang, Bishop Gowdy, Secretary North 


he returned to China in 1935 and was recently 
appointed to his high position as Minister of 
Foreign Affairs. Dr. Wang is only one of the 
many men in places of authority in the pres- 
ent government of China who are earnest 
Christians. 

“My Spiritual Conception of Good Friday” 
was the message read at the closing session of 
that day from Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek, 
who was com- 
pelled to be ab- 
sent from the 
conference. We 
quote here five 
paragraphs from 
the Generalissi- 
mo’s own pen 
which refer to 
the part the Bible 
played in his life 
during the period 
of captivity in 
Sian last Decem- 
ber, to which ref- 
erence is made in 
the April BIBLE: 
SOCIETY RECORD 
and elsewhere in 
this issue. 

I have now been a Christian for nearly ten years. 
and during that time I have been a constant reader 
of the Bible. Never before has this sacred book been 
so interesting to me as during my two weeks’ captiv- 
ity in Sian. This unfortunate affair took place all of 
a sudden, and I found myself placed under detention 
without having a single earthly belonging. From my 
captors I asked but one thing, a copy of the Bible. In 
my solitude I had ample opportunity for reading and 
meditation. The greatness and love of Christ burst 
upon me with new inspiration, increasing my strength 
to struggle against evil, to overcome temptation, and 
to uphold righteousness. 


UE SURS 


5 


I am, indeed, grateful to all my fellow Christians, 
who continually offered prayers on my behalf. I was 
deeply conscious of a strong spiritual support for which 
I extend my hearty thanks to all Christians, and to 
which before you all today I testify, that the name of 
God may be glorified. 
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The many virtues of Christ I cannot possibly enu- 
merate. Today, being Good Friday, I merely wish to 
explain some of the lessons I have derived from the 
trials of Christ. His utterances from the cross are 
our spiritual inheritance. Entreating forgiveness for 
his enemies, he cried: “Father, forgive them: for they 
know not what they do.” Truly great is the love of 
Christ! In all my meditations I found these thoughts 
recurring and providing me with rich spiritual suste- 
nance. 

To illustrate, I am going to recount some of my 
experiences at Sian. Before I went to Shensi on my 
second trip, I was already conscious of perverted 
thoughts and unusual activities in the army there. I 
had previously received reports of intrigues and revo- 
lutionary rumblings that were threatening to under- 
mine the unity of the state. My immediate associates 
tried to persuade me to abandon the journey, but I 
replied: “Now that our country is unified and the 
foundations of the state established, the commander- 
in-chief of the armies has responsibilities for direction 
and enlightenment from which he dares not withdraw. 
Furthermore, I have dedicated my soul and body to the 
service of the state, and there can never be any con- 
sideration of my personal safety.” 

According to the record of the New Testament, 
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when Christ entered Jerusalem for the last time, he 
plainly knew that danger was ahead, but triumphantly, 
on an ass, he rode into the city without anguish, with- 
out fears. What greatness! What courage! In com- 
parison, how unimportant my life must be. So why 
should I hesitate ? 

Following my detention, my captors presented me 
with terms and demands, with tempting words of kind- 
nesses, with threats of violence and torture, and with a 
public trial by the “People’s Front.” On every hand I 
was beset by danger, but I had no thought of yielding 
to pressure. My faith in Christ increased. In this 
strange predicament I distinctly recalled the forty 
days and nights Christ passed in the wilderness with- 
standing temptation, his prayers in the garden of 
Gethsemane, and the indignities heaped upon him at 
his trial. The prayers he offered for his enemies 
upon the cross were ever in my thoughts. I naturally 
remembered the prayers offered by Dr. Sun Yat-sen 
during his imprisonment in London. ‘These scenes 
passed vividly before me again and again like so many 
pictures. My strength was redoubled to resist the recal- 
citrants, and with the spirit of Christ on the cross I was 
preparing to make the final sacrifice at the trial of the 
so-called “People’s Front.” Having determined upon 
this course of action, I was comforted and at rest. 


Bible Exhibut in Peiping 


Secretary North participates in the first such occasion to be 


held in North China—Notable volumes included in the exhibit 


Bible in China was 

never more marked 
than at the present 
time. One evidence of 
this is the exhibition 
of Bibles held at the 
Bible House in Peiping 
during the last two 
weeks of March. There were three hundred 
entries in the exhibit representing sixty-nine 
languages and dialects, of which seventeen 
were Chinese. Among the Bibles were some of 
a costly character, and others of priceless his- 
torical value. The volumes were loaned by li- 
braries, universities, individuals, and various 
mission groups. Among them was a photo- 
graphic copy of the oldest dated ecclesiastical 
manuscript written in church Slavonic and 
loaned to the exhibit by the local Russian Or- 
thodox Mission. Another was loaned from the 
library of the Order of the Lazarites. The 


[bine inc in the 


Peiping Bible House 


British and Foreign Bible Society loaned the 
famous Morrison Bible of 1823 and the Morri- 
son New Testament of that same date and 
printed from wooden blocks made ten years 
earlier. A still earlier volume was loaned by 
the Tsinan Institute. It contains the Prophets 
in what is known as the Marshman Version, 
and is the first Protestant Chinese version of 
the Scriptures to be published. The date of 
this part is 1819, the other parts being pub- 
lished by 1822. 

No volume, however, attracted as much atten- 
tion as the Mandarin Bible loaned by General- 
issimo Chiang Kai-shek—the one he used dur- 
ing his imprisonment at the time of the Sian 
revolt in December 1936. Elsewhere in this 
issue is found further reference to that historic 
occasion. 

The exhibition was opened on March 17 with 
fitting ceremonies presided over by Dr. Cheng 
Ching-yi. After brief responses by Dr. Eric 
M. North, General Secretary of the American 
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Bible Society, and the Reverend E. E. Aiken, 
the one remaining member of the committee of 
translation that made the now standard Chi- 
nese version of the Bible, the principal address 
was delivered by Dr. Hu Shih. Dr. Hu is the 
dean of the School of Literature at the National 
University of Peiping and chairman of the 
Translation and Editing Committee of the 
China Foundation for the Promotion of Educa- 
tion and Culture. He is generally referred to 
as the founder of the Chinese literary renais- 
sance movement. 

Dr. Hu spoke in Chinese, but afterward gave 
a synopsis of his address in English, in which 
he said: 

“The translation of the Bible, undoubtedly 
the greatest achievement in all translations 
from the European languages, is most remark- 
able in several aspects. First, the religious de- 
votion and reverence of the translators has 
produced what may be called a model of ‘literal 
translation’ which is most faithful to the origi- 
nal text, and which, because of the intrinsic 
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worth and beauty of the Book itself, is quite 
readable and enjoyable to all those who take 
the trouble to read it carefully and with pa- 
tience and sympathy. The Gospels and the po- 
etic portions of the Old Testament stand out 
as most beautiful literature in the Mandarin 
translation. This will continue to influence 
Chinese translators and creative writers. 

“Second, the greatest contribution which the 
Chinese Bible makes to Chinese literature is 
probably in the dialect translations. Most of 
the dialects had never had a written form until 
the missionaries began to use them as media 
for translating the Bible. The simplicity and 
dignity of this Biblical language have given to 
these translations a literary value, and will 
raise them to the position of literary languages. 
These dialect translations will become stand- 
ard texts, not only for future students of Chi- 
nese dialects, but also for scholars who seek to 
write down folk songs and tales, and for future 
writers who may be inspired to produce poetry 
and prose in their own dialects.” 


Unfailing Comfort in God’s Word 


How Scripture portions brought light and hope to the parents of the chil- 
dren lost in the frightful tragedy at New London, Texas, in March 


member of the American Bible Society’s 

staff in Dallas rang. ‘Could you come 
down to the depository and let us have 3,000 
portions and some Testaments? Rev. Cecil 
Lang, of Kilgore, has just called us from New 
London. The pastors there have given out 
every available portion of Scripture to the fam- 
ilies of children killed in the explosion. They 
just can’t take care of the work, and we are 
going down at daylight to help.” 

The speaker was Carl Anderson, student at 
the Dallas Theological Seminary, who has often 
acted as distributor for the Bible Society in the 
oil fields of East Texas. By midnight all was 
in readiness; the Scriptures were packed into 
the back of a borrowed car, and soon three 
young theological students were on their way 
to the little East Texas town where 455 chil- 
dren and teachers lay dead. 


\ 11: 30 one night the home telephone of a 


“We went straight to the Pleasant Hill Cem- 
etery,” said Carl. “The funerals had already 
started, and all over the grounds we could see 
men at work digging new graves. Ministers 
were there from neighboring towns to help with 
the services; but there were not nearly enough. 
We stationed ourselves at the gates of the ceme- 
tery and watched the sad processions file in. 
An ambulance came with one, and a mother 
was lifted out on a cot to attend the funeral 
of her daughter; her son was dying of injuries 
in a hospital nearby. Another family was go- 
ing through its second funeral in two days; 
mistaken identification had caused them to bury 
another child as theirs the day before, only to 
find out later that their own child’s body lay 
unclaimed in a morgue. Many were double or 
even triple funerals—some families had lost as 
many as four children each. We would wait 
until each funeral was over and the group 
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started to disperse. Then we would pass 
among them very quietly, giving them the Gos- 
pels and telling them that they would find their 
best comfort there. I have never seen people 
more hungry for the Word. They clutched at 
the little books as though it was their last hope 
—not only the bereaved families, but everyone 
to whom we offered them. There were seventy- 
nine funerals at the one cemetery that day; 
there had been eighty the day before. We gave 
out every Gospel we had, and could have given 
many more. 

“The second day we spent, with seventeen 
East Texas ministers, visiting the homes of 
the victims. Hardly a family had been spared. 
We talked to mothers who had carried their 
own children’s bodies to the morgue; to a sev- 
enteen-year-old boy who had dragged his sis- 
ter’s body from the ruins; to a father whose 
only daughter had just been buried; to others 
who—worst of all—could find no body they 
could claim. Many were still going from build- 
ing to building, trying to find some shred of 
clothing that would give them a clue. We gave 
out all the Testaments in these visits. We hear 
oil field people spoken of as hard and rough; 
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but I have never seen people so tender and so 
open to the gospel as these. The Word of God 
means everything to them now.” 

Besides the 3,000 Gospels distributed by Mr. 
Lang, Mr. Anderson, and their helpers (Nick 
Russell and Jim Martin of the seminary), still 
another thousand portions were sent into the 
stricken area from the Dallas Depository—500 
the gift of the Bible Society and 500 given by 
three patients of the Catawba Sanitarium in 
Virginia, who insisted that their names should 
not be made public. These kind people wrote: 


We are appalled at the news of the New London, 
Texas, school tragedy, and we long to express our 
sympathy to each stricken family individually in the 
words which have been impressed upon us—“Sorrow 
not, even as others which have no hope” (1 Thessa- 
lonians 4:13, 14). The only way open to us to “com- 
fort one another with these words” is to send the New 
Testament portion which contains them—‘Galatians 
to Thessalonians”—to each family sorrowing loved 
ones in the New London area. In reading the portions, 
the words will be found which the Holy Spirit has 
impressed upon us, and “He who healeth the broken 
in heart and bindeth up their wounds” will finish the 
work. 
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Still More Readers 


NDER the heading “More 

Readers” in the April 
RECORD an offer was made to 
those who would assist in en- 
larging the circle of subscrib- 
ers. Many have responded, 
and the editors are grateful. 
Let the offer be repeated here. 


It is not so much an award as 
it is an opportunity to serve. 
Each subscriber who sends in 
one new subscription to the 
RECORD will receive a little car- 
ton containing the New Testa- 
ment and the Book of Proverbs 
in eleven separate bindings for 
distribution to those who do 
not know the Scriptures. Each 
subscriber who sends two sub- 
scriptions will receive two 
small clear-type New ‘Testa- 
ments for presentation to some 
needy or Christless person. 
Every subscriber who sends 
five or more subscriptions will 
receive a Bible with large print 
to be made as a gift of love to 
some Bibleless person. 

We are confident that this 
offer will appeal to every lover 
of the Bible who reads it. It 
will bring the work of the 
American Bible Society regu- 


larly to the attention of an- 
other person or possibly a 
whole family or circle of read- 
ers, and it will also increase 
the ranks of those who are 
possessed of the book without 
which man’s life is poor indeed. 


The manuscript of the Bulu 
Old Testament was delivered to 
the Bible House on April 30, 
1937, by Dr. and Mrs. D. Coe 
Love who have just returned 
for their furlough from the 
French Cameroun, West Af- 
rica. The Bible Society pub- 
lished the Bulu New Testament 
in 1926. On page 75 is a pic- 
ture of Dr. I. A. Good at work 
with a Bulu helper. Dr. Good 
has been the principal trans- 
lator for the Bulus for many 
years. The story of this new 
manuscript will soon appear in 
the RECORD. 
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N OR would you. ... if you knew your future was safely provided for. 


For nearly ninety years the American Bible Society, through its annuity plan, has 
released many hundreds of people from financial anxiety. Twice a year generous pay- 
ments are made promptly on these annuity agreements, which may be secured in sums 
ranging from one hundred dollars upwards. 


And what a satisfaction to know that, when you are gone, your money will help to 
spread the Word of God! 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Bible House, New York 


Please send me, without obligation, your booklet 62E entitled “A Gift That Lives.” 
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